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out at a short notice. In the meanwhile John has not
sailed, as you -will see by the enclosed letter of the 18th
from Cork Harbour.

6 The Continental war seems on the point of breaking
out. There is one great event which might set the
world upon its shanks once more, but which I know of
no reason to expect more now than before. I mean
Prussia's joining against France when the other two
Powers are fairly engaged. All one can say is that the
French have talked less cordially and confidently of
Prussia of late than formerly. Without this event the
war between France and the two Emperors cannot be
thought very promising. Yet as the present French
Government can be effectually controlled or opposed only
by the military Powers on the Continent, one cannot help
seeing the contest begin with some satisfaction. Some
fortunate chance or other may cast up to obtain some-
thing like security against this devouring Power ; and
in the meanwhile it will release this country from
constant alarm at home, and afford leisure to increase
our navy so as to keep pace at least with theirs.

*1 dined yesterday at Chiswick. Lord Lorne was at
Holland House and accompanied us, as did Mr. Homer
and Mr. Allen. The party at Chiswick was the
Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, Lady Georgina
and Lady Harriet, Lord and Lady Bessborough, Lord
Duncannon, Lady Elizabeth Forster, Madlle. St. Jules,
Madlle. de Grammont,1 a very handsome young girl,

J Corisande de Grammont, afterwards Countess of TankemLLe,